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Legacy of Justice Gilbert Ramirez
Honored at Cervantes Society Event

Sume say that there are two types
of people— those whe do and
those who just think or talk about
doing cthings, May Justice Gilbert

Ramirez’s example inspire and
encourage us all

The Cervantes Society's
Hispanic Heritage Month
Closing Ceremony  Event
pald tribute to and cel-
ebrated the legacy of the
Honorable Gilbert Ramir-
ez {1924-2000)). As evinced
by the many persons pres-
ent who were inspired and
helped in one way or another by
Judge Ramirez, it is ¢lear that his
example and manv contributions
to our eommunity will endure far
into the future. The event was attended
by a very diverse group of people show-
ing that he touched many, irrespective
of their station in life or national origin.

Judge Ramirez was a trulv incredi-
ble person. He did and attained maore
than most of us ever will, despite his
indness, How= He simply did not
accept any Hmitations on himself; he
lived by deing and did not make or ac-
cept any excuses as o why he couldn't
do something. He cared about others,
fought against discrimination on the
basis of race or disahility, and was ac-
tive and involved with our conmmunity,

Born in Puerto Rico, Justice Ramir-
ez overcame the obstacles of racism
and blindness and accomplished many

Gilbert Ramires

things. He earned his law degree at
night from Brooklvn Law School, while
working a full-time job. He was elected
to the State Assembly in 19635, becom-
ing Brooklvn's first Puerto Rican
representative in the assem-
hly. Ile was the first Puerto
Rican elected as  Justice
M the Supreme Court,
vings County, where he
aved  with  distinetion
om 1975 until he retired

1997, Justice Ramirez
cceived numerous  com-
iendations and awards for
ervice hoth on and off the
bench. Upon his retirement,
then Mavor Rudolph Giuliani
proclaimed a “Justice Gilbert
Ramires Day.”

Justice Ramirez was an active mem-
ber of many professional organizations,
including the Puerto Rican Bar Associ-
ation. but was also actively Involved in
the Williamsburg and Bushwick com-
munities and served on the Board of
Directors of various community organi-
zations. e gave his time and expertise
to the Brooklvn Societv for the Pre-
vention of Croelty to Children.? fuid-
ing Eves for the Blind, the Bedford-
stuvvesant Beautification Association,
the Brooklvn Council of Boy Scouts,
and many other entities

The Cervantes Society presented
scholarship Awards in Justice Ramirez’s
name to two promising college students. |
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